
The Arts Partnership supports artists who think bigger and differently about how they create art. Our 
goal is to help artists with outstanding talent and ability realize their visions, advance their skills and 
build sustainable careers.

LESLEYANNE BUEGEL
To support a mural in 
downtown Fargo, featuring 
paint and vinyl designs 
highlighting flora and fauna 
from the Red River Valley. 
$2,500  

OSCAR DELEON 
Toward a traveling exhibition 
of seven of the director’s 
projects from 2021, to be 
shown in North Dakota 
repertory theaters. $2,500

WARREN KESSLER  
To attend a workshop with 
one of the most preeminent 
trompe l’oeil painters and 
instructors in the country. 
$2,450

DONALD CLARK 
Toward The Nature Writers 
Project to photograph the 
places that have influenced 
the lives and writings of 
historic and contemporary 
nature writers. $1,500

STEVEN HAMMER 
Toward an album of sound 
art, combining environmental 
field recordings of North 
Dakota ghost towns with 
improvised electronic music 
composed on-site in real 
time. $1,400

CRYSTAL COSSETTE  
KNIGHT 
To attend a silent retreat as 
research for her directorial 
debut of Small Mouth 
Sounds, a mostly silent play 
that takes place at a silent 
retreat. $1,050
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Buegel believes in creating engaging, accessible art to 
foster inspiration and connection with those who interact 
with it. lesleydidthat.com

Writer-director DeLeon works across various genres, from 
dramatic narrative film to visually expressive music videos. 
oscardeleonjr.com

Hammer is a multifaceted musician and professor whose 
work includes ambient improvisation, video art, sound-
based installations and instrument design. 
stevenrhammer.com

Clark, a professor of photography and art at Minnesota 
State University - Moorhead, has exhibited his work and 
lectured throughout the US. donaldsclarkphoto.com

Kessler has participated in numerous solo and group 
exhibits throughout the country and has been featured in 
several art magazines. WarrenWKesslerArt.com

Knight is an actor and singer who has performed in plays 
and operas in the region. She has taught aspects of the 
performing arts in various Metro arts organizations. 



TIM LAMEY 
To attend an advanced 
platinum printing workshop 
for photographers led by an 
expert practitioner and held 
at the Ansel Adams Gallery 
in Yosemite. $1,400

MARANDA PEDERSEN 
To create a metal-work 
studio that provides space 
to create larger works and 
meet with commissioning 
clients. $1,750

J. MALCOLM THOMPSON 
Toward a workshop to study 
cloisonné and champleve 
jewelry techniques to further 
develop lines of original 
jewelry that evokes medieval 
artifacts. $1,750

RUSS PETERSON 
Toward the commissioning 
and recording of a piece for 
saxophone and piano from a 
local composer. $1,750

JEN NELSON 
Toward a computer, software 
and a class with a local 
photographer to ensure 
that the ceramicist is able 
to update and maintain her 
own online store. $1,750

The Arts Partnership established the Individual Arts 
Partnership grants in 2012 to support artists working 
in any genre and who are at any career stage. In the 
past 11 grant cycles, 114 artists, musicians, writers and 
performers have received grants totaling $170,424. 

The IAP program’s growth over the years has been 
robust. In 2012, The Arts Partnership awarded 5 artists 

with a total of $2,500 in grants. This year, a total of 
$19,800 in grants has been awarded to 11 artists.

Proceeds from An Artful Evening, a fundraising event, 
provide the foundational support for the grants. The 
program is also supported by the Erin Koffler Memorial 
Fund and the Moorhead PEO chapters. 
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Lamey’s work has been exhibited throughout the US in 
both solo and juried shows. He received his MFA in Studio 
Arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
TimLamey.com

Ceramicist Nelson is an arts educator working in the 
Moorhead Public School system. She has been a working 
artist for over 10 years. jennysueart.com

Pedersen’s fine art metal sculptures have been  
exhibited in museums and galleries in the Metro.  
Instagram @mp.arts

Peterson, a classical and jazz saxophonist, bassoonist and 
composer, has performed extensively throughout the US 
and Europe. He teaches at Concordia College.
russellpeterson.com

Thompson is a jeweler and printmaker whose work has 
been displayed throughout the region.  He is resident print-
maker at Print Education And Research Studio (PEARS) at 
NDSU. valhallasilver.com


